BIegging and Jetimalism
Ire PRilippIRES

Journalistic Blegging
for the People




Complementation not competition

s Blogging AND! journalism, not VERSUS

s Both part ofi public demain; contents; for
puUBlic consumption

x Out with the OLD, 1ni the NEW?
m 1979: Video DID not Kill the radio star
m 1984: All we hear Is NOT JUST radio ga ga

s 1990s: Same situation, this time against the
“old trio” — print, radio, television
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Tempered excitement?

n Reality of limited reach of the Internet

» Blegging does not reach majority ofi the
pPeEople
m [essons frem jeurnalists

m Need to straddle different forms of media,
especially television to reach out to mere
audiences

s [ake seriously what yoeu're doing, not just a
passing fancy
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Terms ofi engagement

s Journalism — providing relevant
Infiermation to: snape public opinion;
adheres te professional, ethical guidelines

n Blegging — entails use of CMS (e.qg., WP)
1o wiite articles and upload graphics and
other media files
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Comparison

Journalism Blogging

Gatekeepers? Yes NO

Pressures? Owners, advertisers, None,
Interest groups, ete. unless...

Cost of Expensive Minimal, even
production? (for print, radio, TV) free

Assaults on free Yes Yes
expression? (legal and extra-legal) | (mainly legal,
e.g., libel)
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Blogging as journalismi et al.

m Mass media’s three major fields
m Journalism
n Advertising| and public relations
s Entertainment

n Blog contents may also be classified
according te three major fields

= Journalism, advertising and PR, and
entertainment have their own codes of
ethics that tend to clash with each other
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Bloggers® Code of Ethics

m “Responsible bleggers should recognize
that they are publishing words' publicly,
and they have certain ethical ebligations
10 thellr readers, the people they wrte
abeut andl society Inl general’
(CyberJournalist.net)
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Crucial to blegging

s Adherence to standards and conscious
effiort to be responsible for the media
content that bloggers wiite and produce

= Journalism ethics — used as basis because

this IS the oldest and most developed in
the field off media ethics

m Bloggers Code of Ethics actually based en SPJ
Code of Ethics

s Healthcare Blogger Code of Ethics has
elements of journalistic practice

D. A. Arao WordCamp Philippines (Sept. 6, 2008)




PLEASE note...

m Repeated invocation ofi journalism
standards not an Impesition as te hew
Wiriting and preduction of blog entries
should lbe dene

n Non-seqguitur tor bleggers to raise
preblems In media organizations for
refusing to adhere to journalism-based
code of ethics like CyberJournalists.net’s
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Need for “journalistic blogging”

s Glven the natienal situation, there Is need
for bloggers te have bias for previding
relevant information towards shaping
pUBlIC epInIion

n Need to regularly: provide “fair
commentary” to what Is happening;
encourage others to follow suit
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Forms of jeurnalistic blegging

s Actual coverage of events

n Personal reflections — may: be considered
Jjournalistic eutputs as leng as proper
context IS previded, factual hases of

commentaries are provided

Objective: To avold subjective tendencies in
Writing

s Blog Action Day 2008, anyone?
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Things to watech out for

m Observance of proper use of English or
Filipino language
= €.0., grammar, syntax and diction

x Avoeld name-calling, mudslinging

= DO Not Use rumaors, unverified Information
as bases for blog entries

= Do not depend on “bleg content
providers™ like unscientific surveys, tests
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Towards relevance

n Relevant blogging — can make difference
In society, limited reach of the Internet
netwithstanding

m Case study: Salam Pax's blogl (reporting frem
Baghdad)

Relevant blog entries can e picked ujpr by

orint, radio, TV and other online

publications
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Bottomline

s Blogging and journalism are part of public
domain, hence the need to adhere. to
proefessional and ethical standards

s No need to reinvent the wheel: There
exists CyberJournalist.net’s A Bleggers:
Code ofi Ethics

= You'll never run out of things to write
about!
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Some Issues In blegging

= Plagiarism
s Blog moenetization

= Spensored pPosts
m Paid links
n Ad placements interfering with content

s Blogs as purely aggregators; splogs

s Content determined mainly by SEO tactics
like keyword density
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Some recommendations

s WordCamp to take the lead in
recommending ethical and proefessional
standards for Filipine bleggers using WP
as platform

s Adhere te self-regulation, say no to
legislation of ethical and professional
standards

s Gov't Imposition could result in abuse,
particularly censorship
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Pinoy BlogWatch?
A g00d project...

» Independent bleg moenitering as a way to
self-regulate blogosphere

m Function: Cite responsible and Irresponsible
cases ofi blegging, particularly amoeng hlogs

that enjoy: high traffic and popularity.

s Evaluation based on recommended
standards in which bleggers show
adherence either by posting disclosure or
Installing badge or widget
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Advantages

s Helpful for newbies to know Which
practices are worth emulating and
rejecting

s Established bloggers can be motivated to
Serve as gooed examples
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Parting shots

m [here Is much that bloggers can learn
from the responsible practice ofi the
Journalism profession, In the same way.
that journalists should use blegs as an
Integrall part of disseminating their
Intended message by maximizing the

convergence that Is characteristic of the
new media.
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Parting shots

m Blogs must not be dismissed as a simple
personal jeurnal.

x i the right hands, they: can be powerdul
toels Inl the shaping ofi public opinien.
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IaRkyou!

Attp://risingsun.dannyarao.com
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